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Maximizing your
Fulbright Experience:
-

Network;

-

Stay connected to the US Embassy’s Office of
Cultural Affairs;

-

Ground Yourself on your Research Proposal, but
remain flexible.

Cover Letter -Grant Request

Transnational Hispaniola Conference
Santo Domingo, 2010

ISPANYOLA TRANSNASYONAL II
Kò, komodite, kilti, ak rejim mobilite

HISPANIOLA TRANSNACIONAL II
Cuerpos, productos, culturas y regímenes de movilidad

TRANSNATIONAL HISPANIOLA II
Bodies, Commodities, Cultures, and Regimes of Mobility

April 12-15, 2012
Hosted by

RUTGERS, THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY
This conference is free and open to the public, though
prior registration is required
To register and to learn more about the conference visit

http://clac.rutgers.edu/
For more information, please contact Nafisa Tanjeem at

n.tanjeem@rutgers.edu
This conference is made possible by the generous sponsorship of the Office of
the Rutgers University President and Executive Vice President; the Office of
Vice President for Undergraduate Education; the Associate Vice President for
Academic and Public Partnerships in the Arts and Humanities; the Critical
Caribbean Studies Initiative; the Center for Latino Arts and Culture, the
Committee to Advance Our Common Purposes; the Honors Dean, Dean of
Douglass Residential College, and the Livingston College Dean; the Rutgers
University Libraries; the Departments of Women’s and Gender Studies, Latino
and Hispanic Caribbean Studies, History, French, Spanish and Portuguese; the
Center for African Studies, Center for Latin American Studies, Center for
Women’s Global Leadership, the Institute for Research on Women, and the
Institute for Women’s Leadership, and the Program in Women’s Studies at
Rutgers-Newark; and the CUNY-Dominican Studies Institute.
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The Transnational Hispaniola Collective would like to
express appreciation to the Center for Latino Arts and
Culture (the CLAC), to Director Carlos Fernández, Sandra
Rocio Castro, Carla Ortiz, Silismar Suriel and all of their
affiliated students. Carlos Fernández deserves particular
thanks for playing the pivotal role of main co-organizer and
helping us move forward with his support, vision,
institutional knowledge, and extraordinary attention to
detail.
The United States Embassy in Santo Domingo, especially
Todd Haskell and Viola Suarez, have our gratitude for the
grants that allowed Manuela Pierre and Jenny Moron to
attend the conference. We are also grateful to Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State Julissa Reynoso for helping us
establish the linkages and for being so supportive of the
effort to make the conference happen and pay tribute to
the life and work of Sonia Pierre.
The following individuals have played pivotal roles in
helping establish connections, liaise to secure support, and
move forward the work of our conference organizing team:
VP Isabel Nazario, Nelson Maldonado-Torres and Michelle
Stephens, Yolanda Martínez-San Miguel, Kara Donaldson
and John Chadwick in the SAS Office of Public Relations
[Carlos F: please add names here]
Carlos Decena: I am grateful to the Rutgers community for
their support of this ambitious project. The members of the
Transnational Hispaniola Collective are marvellous,
understanding, and hardworking friends. I look forward to
many years of funny emails, great scholarship, great
conferences, and growing companionship in this profession.
Nafisa Tanjeem is a model of dedication and hardwork;
what a marvel and an honor that we get to work together.
My librarian peeps, Kayo Denda and Melissa Gasparotto, get
all of the brownies in the world for being the best partners
in crime. If the truth is out there, then the CLAC is part of it:
Carlos Fernández and his team are the best committed
partners one could ask for. THII would not have been
possible without their unwavering commitment. On the
family front, Alfredo Labour fills my life with whimsy, joy,
and healthy dosis of reality. I love you. Bambino and Mat,
my canine pals, also keep life light and grounded. I am a
happy boy.
Kiran Jayaram: Brahmaparnam. Praise be to god. Thanks
to the Transnational Hispaniola Collective for bringing this
to fruition. Carlos, I hope your recognition of my work does
cause you to question your future judgement. April, your
friendship and collegiality makes me a better person. Yoli,
your contributions continue to inspire me. Yveline, you
provide much needed balance and perspective. Thanks to

the rest of the Rutgers community for making this happen.
Carla, Carlos F, Nafisa are invaluable. Special thanks to
Julissa Reynoso for helping navigate regimes of mobility.
Blessings on all the participants, past, present, future, and
those that never were.
Yolanda Martin: Grateful acknowledgments to my fellow
organizers, most especially to April Mayes, whose
scholarship and friendship have moved me beyond words
for years; to Kiran Jayaram, for all his hard work behind
scenes; and to Carlos Decena, the Renaissance man par
excellence. Big shout out to my husband, for supporting my
scholarly passions, and to my children, for making it all
worth it.
Yveline Alexis: My great appreciation to the Transnational
Hispaniola Collective for igniting a flame and keeping it
ablaze for its second occurrence. April, Carlos, Kiran, and
Yolanda-your devotion to and efforts for this undertaking
are noteworthy! Special acknowledgement to Carlos F.,
Nafisa T., Carla O., and the CLAC team whose time and hard
work made TH II possible at Rutgers. Special shout-outs as
well to Tatiana F. for the visual arts panel, the Critical
Caribbean Studies Initiative for your great help, and the
Africana Studies Department for being a warm and
supportive space. Much love and appreciation to my family
and friends, my lakou, that keep me grounded and laughing!
Special thankS to the Latin American Studies Association
(LASA), Haitian Dominican Section.
The goals of this newly-expanded section include the
sponsorship of research at the annual LASA Congresses; the
promotion of networking on comparative analyses of
themes or problems common to the two countries; and the
promotion of discussions around sensitive issues, including
refugees and immigration, economic integration, trafficking
and smuggling, and racism. Section leaders hope to
promote projects of mutual benefit to scholars from, or
concerned with, Haiti and the Dominican Republic, and thus
to (indirectly) benefit the countries themselves.
Please consider joining LASA (and specifically this section) if
you are interested in furthering conversations begun at
Transnational Hispaniola.
Co-Chairs: April Mayes and Kiran Jayaram

CFP: Transnational Hispaniola III
Port au Prince, 2016

Thank you to Dr. Katherine Conway, and the
University Faculty Senate.

For further questions, please email me at
Ymartin@bmcc.cuny.edu

